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Data and Motivation 

• All Supreme Court judgments 2010 to 2015
– Over 6000 merits judgments
– Detailed hand coding of  ~60 variables

• Current academic focus understanding of  SCI is based 
on study of  high-profile cases, but this does not 
represent the huge caseload of  the SCI 

• Debates about future of  SCI
– Docket explosion or exclusion?
– Abolish 2-judge benches? Set up special benches? Split the 

court? Add regional branches?



Related Work

• Burgeoning empirical literature on SCI
– George Gadbois, Nick Robinson
– Vidhi Center for Legal Policy

• Also, huge grown in the study of  other courts and 
tribunal in India, including work by Daksh and work 
being presented later today at this conference!



CASE CHARACTERISTICS



Case Characteristics

• Over 40 case categories
– 29% criminal
– 5% constitutional
– 3% PILs

• Mostly appellate jurisdiction
– 88% appeals and SLPs
– 12% writ petitions and other original jurisdiction

• Cases from 22 of  24 Indian states









PARTY CHARACTERISTICS



Party Characteristics

• 99.8% of  parties are Indian nationals

• 87% of  individual parties are male

• 62% of  civil cases have individual plaintiff

• 54% of  civil cases have government defendant

• 46% of  appellants/petitioners were plaintiffs below

• Government is appellant about 20% of  the time 



CASE DURATION



Outcome Characteristics

• Average duration:
– Criminal cases vs. civil cases: 4.2 vs. 4.3 years
– Constitutional cases: 4.4 years
– Cases from tribunals vs. courts: 4.7 vs. 4.2 years

• Among cases with duration data:
– 4.3 years in Supreme Court
– 4.9 years in appellate court
– 4.0 years in court of  first instance



CASE OUTCOMES





OPINION CHARACTERISTICS



Outcome Characteristics

• Average judgment length is 9 pages











THOUGHTS ON 
INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN



Institutional Design Choices

• Error correction or norm elaboration?
• Life tenure or mandatory retirement?
• Executive appointment or collegium system?
• En banc hearings or smaller benches?
• Original jurisdiction or appellate jurisdiction?
• Mandatory jurisdiction or discretionary jurisdiction?
• Suo moto actions?
• How many judges?
• How many judgments?



Thank you!
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